
 

8A 

8A Refer to comment response 11A – Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities letter (12/04/01). 



 



 

9A 

9B 

9A Further explanation on RUS’s preferred alternative is provided in FEIS 
Summary Section S.10 – Agency Preferences and Decision to be Made 
(pg. S-26). In areas where submarine route alternatives are within the 
ACWR, installation of submarine cables will be horizontal 
directionally drilled under the vegetated tidal flats, and project 
facilities will be constructed and be consistent with the requirements 
of the Anchorage Coastal Management Plan as specified in the DEIS 
on pgs. 3-129 – 3-130. Submarine transition stations will be located 
inland, outside of the ACWR. 

 
 Project team members met with the IBBST in 1999 to discuss potential 

impacts to brown bears (pg. 3-61), and the DEIS acknowledges that 
the Enstar Route could result in increased defense of life and property 
deaths (pg. 3-68).  

 
 As noted in DEIS pgs. 3-65 – 3-66, segments of the route where 

potential for bird collision is high would be marked. This has proven 
to be effective in reducing bird mortality. In addition, construction on 
Links E9 and E10 would occur parallel to the pipeline on the hillside 
east of the flats and would not occur during nesting season. As 
illustrated in the mitigation plan, tower heights would be reduced to 70 
feet in this area along the Enstar Route. Also refer to Section 2.2.6 
(pgs. 2-18 to 2-19) and Section 2.2.8 (pgs. 2-32 to 2-34) of Chapter 2 
in the FEIS for updated information on brown bears and avian 
collision mitigation. 

9B Temporary ice or man-made snow bridges will be adequate for 
construction and maintenance activities; permanent bridges would 
not be used as they would result in increased access and potential 
impacts on streams. See DEIS Section 3.5.5, Freshwater 
Environment, Environmental Consequences and Mitigation, 
Anadromous Fish (pg. 3-100). See also Table 3-2, Impacts and 
Mitigations Common to Most Alternative Routes (pg. 3-15), and 
the Mitigation Plan in FEIS Volume II. 



 

9E 

9C 

9D 

9D It is acknowledged that a special area permit will be required from 
ADF&G in this area and the HDD will be located in a manner to 
avoid disturbance to vegetated tidelands. See the Mitigation Plan in 
Volume II of the FEIS. Submarine cable construction must occur 
when the Turnagain Arm is free of ice. Construction of the HDD 
under the bluff and vegetated intertidal area will occur during the 
period between the ice melting off the Arm in the spring and the 
end of August. Installation of the submarine cable across the 
Turnagain Arm would occur during the months of July and August 
per direction of NMFS in order to reduce conflicts with beluga 
whales. 

9E Comments noted. As presented in Volume II of the DEIS, 
Appendix B, Table B-6, underground construction through Captain 
Cook State Recreation Area (CCSRA) during the summer season 
includes the months of April to October. During this period the 
Applicant intends to construct during early spring or late fall to 
avoid conflicts with recreational use in the CCSRA, and will work 
directly with DOPOR in this regard. 

 
Underground cables are proposed to be installed in the CCSRA 
along the Kenai Spur Road during the summer season (DEIS page 
2-50) because the cross-linked polyethylene cable and accessories 
(splices and terminators) become stiff in the winter and more 
difficult to handle and install. Winter construction would impose 
additional requirements and costs on the construction process. For 
example (1) the adding of an antifreeze component to the concrete 
or slurry casing fill to prevent the slurry from freezing before it is 
pumped into the casing, (2) temporary heating of buildings or tents 
for cable reel staging to allow the cable temperature to rise to 
minimum installation temperature, (3) temporary HVAC 
equipment for use at the concrete vaults for cable splicing, and 
(4) more expensive excavation due to the frozen ground. Also, 
difficulty with backfilling and compaction due to the frozen 
material would be expected. 

9C If snow conditions are insufficient to create a winter cover over the 
frozen ground to reduce impacts to wetland vegetation, snow and/or 
ice would not be made using water from area streams, rather it 
would be obtained off site and transported to the Project site. In the 
case of a warm winter where frozen conditions are insufficient to 
mitigate impacts to aquatic resources, construction would be 
postponed until appropriate conditions exist. 



 

9I 

9H 

9G 

9F 

9E 

9I General impacts of alternatives associated with the Anchorage Coastal 
Wildlife Refuge, including saltmarsh, waterfowl and shorebirds are 
discussed in Section 3.5.3 on pages 3-64 through 3-67. Impacts 
associated with alternatives are discussed in 3.5.4, pages 3-77, 3-79, 3-
80, 3-81, and 3-92 to 3-94. Bird species including shorebirds are listed 
in Table 3-6, pgs. 3-50 – 3-51 of the DEIS and described on pg. 3-53. 
Impacts to coastal waterfowl and shorebirds are not expected to be 
significant after mitigation. See DEIS Section 3.5.3, Terrestrial – 
Wildlife, Environmental Consequences and Mitigation, Wetland 
Vegetation (pg. 3-40). In these locations, horizontal drilling under the 
saltmarsh habitats associated with marine crossings would avoid 
damage to the wetland community. In addition, winter construction on 
shore near Burnt Island or Pt. Possession would avoid staging and 
migrating shorebirds. Mitigation measures for salt marsh habitat are also 
presented in the Mitigation Plan, Volume II of the FEIS. 

9H Comment noted. State lands were identified in Figure MV-18 in 
Volume II of the DEIS. Where applicable the Applicant will 
comply with all authorizations that would be required by 
DNR/DMLW. 

9G Comments noted regarding DOPOR preference for the Tesoro 
Route. Address has been corrected as indicated in the FEIS, 
Chapter 2, Section 2.3 (pg. 2-43). 

9F Coordination with the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology 
will occur regarding culturally sensitive areas. The Applicant is 
aware of the sites near the Swanson River and Bishop Creek. See 
DEIS Section 3.10, Cultural Resources, specifically 3.10.2, 
Inventory Results (pg. 3-267) and 3.10.4, Alternatives, Tesoro 
Route (pg. 3-269). See also Table 1, Measures 6 and 7 in the 
Mitigation Plan in FEIS Volume II. 



 

9L 

9J 

9O 

9N 

9K 

9N As described in the DEIS, the Project will be constructed in a 
manner to avoid disturbances and adhere to seasonal restrictions. 
See DEIS Section 2.5.1, Construction Seasons (pg. 2-50). See also 
Section 3.5.1, Terrestrial – Vegetation, Environmental 
Consequences and Mitigation (pg. 3-39) through 3.5.5, Freshwater 
Environment, and the Mitigation Plan in FEIS Volume II. 

9M 

9M As described in the DEIS, the Project shall avoid disturbance to river, 
creek, and wetland areas to the greatest extent feasible and prudent. See 
Section 3.3.2, Water Resources, and Table 3-2, Impacts and Mitigations 
Common to Most Alternative routes (pg. 3-15). See also Section 3.5.5, 
Freshwater Environment, Anadromous Fish (pg. 3-100), and the 
Mitigation Plan in FEIS Volume II. 

9L Comment noted. Construction activities as presented in Volume II of 
the DEIS, Appendix B, identify the winter season as November to 
March provided there is sufficient snow cover.  If snow conditions are 
insufficient to create a winter cover over the frozen ground and reduce 
impacts to wetland vegetation, snow and/or ice would be obtained off 
site and transported to the Project site. In the case of a warm winter 
where frozen conditions are insufficient to mitigate impacts to aquatic 
resources, construction would be postponed until appropriate conditions 
exist. 

9J Comment noted. Prior to construction the Applicant will obtain conditional 
use approval for alignment and design from the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. It is acknowledged that final location, design and construction 
methods and site restoration may be adjusted as a result of this review. The 
Municipality's preference for the Tesoro Route is also noted. See DEIS 
Summary (pg. S-6), and Section 2.6.2, Environmentally Preferred 
Alternative (pg. 2-59) for information on the Tesoro Route. Further 
explanation on RUS’s preferred alternative is provided in FEIS Summary 
Section S.10 – Agency Preferences and Decisions to be Made. 

 
 Coordination with the Municipality of Anchorage and the airport authority 

will determine the exact location of the transition station and underground 
cable route between Pt. Campbell and the Pt. Woronzof Substation in this 
area. 

9K Adverse health and noise impacts are not expected to occur along either 
the Enstar or Tesoro routes. See DEIS Section 3.11, Electric and 
Magnetic Fields and Noise (pg. 3-272). 



 

9O 

9P 

9Q

9R 

9S 

9T 

9U 9U Sediment and water quality control measures will be followed. See 
DEIS Section 3.3.3, Alternatives, specifically Table 3-2, Impacts 
and Mitigations Common to Most Alternative Routes (pg. 3-15). 
See also standard and selective mitigation measures in the 
Mitigation Plan in Volume II of the FEIS. 

9T Laws governing use and storage of hazardous substances will be 
complied with for the Project. See the Mitigation Plan in Volume II 
of the FEIS. 

9S Laws governing disposal of waste and equipment will be followed. 
See DEIS Section 2.5.5, Operation Maintenance, and Abandonment 
(pg. 2-55). See also Table 1, Measures 13, 14, and 17 in the 
Mitigation Plan in Volume II of the FEIS. 

9R Disturbance to soils and vegetation will be minimized through 
mitigation. See DEIS Section 3.5.1, Terrestrial – Vegetation, 
Environmental Consequences and Mitigation (pg. 3-39). See also 
standard and selective mitigation measures in the Mitigation Plan in 
Volume II of the FEIS. 

9Q Provisions of the Bald Eagle Protection Act will be followed. See DEIS 
Section 3.5.3, Terrestrial – Wildlife, Raptors (pg. 3-54), and General 
Environmental Consequences and Mitigation for Wildlife, Birds (pg. 3-
64). See also the Mitigation Plan in Volume II of the FEIS. 

9P KPBCMP Enforceable Policies (a) Water Resources will be 
complied with for the Project. See FEIS Volume II, Mitigation 
Plan, Table 1, Measures 14 and 18. 

9O Standards will be complied with for storage of petroleum. See 
Table 1, Measures 13 and 14 in the Mitigation Plan in FEIS 
Volume II. 



9W 

9U 

9V 
9V Refer to the USFWS Compatibility Determination in Appendix A 

of the FEIS. 

9X 
9X Although not currently proposed, closure of any area to the use of 

snow machines on the KNWR would be accomplished in 
accordance with applicable regulations. 

9W Refer to the USFWS Compatibility Determination in Appendix A 
of the FEIS. 





 

10A 

10A Refer to the USFWS Compatibility Determination in Appendix 
A of the FEIS.  



 

10A 



 

11A Project alternatives will avoid impacts to South Extension of the 
Coastal Trail by use of either horizontal directional drilling or 
underground cable. In addition, the lead and cooperating agencies 
along with the Applicant have held discussions and convened meetings 
among interested federal, state and local agencies in Anchorage and 
Kenai Peninsula Borough (March 26 and 27, 2002) to address specific 
mitigation recommendations associated with these areas. The types, 
locations and effectiveness of the measures are presented in Volume II 
of the FEIS. In addition, the Applicant will also continue to coordinate 
with ADOT & PF. See DEIS Section 4.6.2, Permits (pg. 4-27) for 
more information on ADOT permitting and construction requirements. 

11A 



 

12A 
12A Refer to comment responses 9A through 9D – Alaska 

DGC letter (12/05/01). 



 

12A 
cont. 
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